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was in the nature of legislation. But the principal
means by which the administration of justice was
improved was by the device of the issue of new writs
under the authority of the King, through which new
or more complete judicial relief was obtained. Where
a sense of right had become clear, that is, where cus-
tom had become fixed and clear, but there was no
form of action adequate to give effect to it, applica-
tion was made to the royal authority reposed in the
Chancellor. It was there considered, and if it seemed
well founded, that is, if the case was one in which
relief ought to be granted, a writ was devised which
required a court to take cognisance of the case. The
issuance of such a writ was practically tantamount to
a new determination of law, and the complainant
under it received relief upon proof of the facts upon
which it was granted. New writs of this character
were from time to time issued, each constituting some
new cause of action, until the list became exceedingly
numerous, and a case could scarcely arise in which an
injury could not be judicially redressed. The assump-
tion by the Chancellor of judicial functions in the di-
rect cognisance and hearing of controversies for
which no suitable writ at the common law could be
framed completed the system of judicial relief. */

There was another very important method of pro-
cedure which has given to English law, in my estima-
tion, a certain measure of superiority. By degrees,
the pleadings in actions became so framed as to lead
to the clear and separate ascertainment of matters of
fact to be tried and determined by a jury. This
enables the judge to consider calmly and without